
 
 

The Mother Tongue(s) Method: 
Creating a multi-lingual musical year 

Benjamin Van Vliet 

●​ Inspiration 
○​ Personal experience playing with and learning from great artists 
○​ Dr. Shinichi Suzuki - lessons with Kreisler 
○​ Language learning model of teaching music (Suzuki Method) 
○​ Beyond notes and rhythms: music = human connection 

●​ Planning 
○​ Who are the great artists connected to our community? 
○​ What languages (spoken and musical) are familiar or unfamiliar to our 

students? 
○​ Where to find sponsors and funding? 
○​ How can multiple ages and levels of students be included and feel 

belonging?  
○​ How can relationships develop over time? 
○​ When is the beginning, middle and end? 

●​ Arranging 
○​ Dialog through genres and languages (e.g. one piece, two ways; singing 

& playing; Spanish & English; Western Classical & Son Jarocho) 
○​ Translating from performing artist arrangements to student accessible 

while maintaining the spirit and integrity of the music  
○​ Multi-level arrangement to increase community, provide vision for 

younger students 
○​ Musically meaningful parts at each level 

●​ Teaching 
○​ Introducing guest artist and genres new to students 
○​ Using colors to internalize a 5 minute form (to help students engage with 

the music and each other) 
○​ Meters and rhythms (e.g 11/16 and syncopation) 
○​ Learning from a ‘native speaker’ (reference & rehearsal recordings) 
○​ When the teacher is also the student  

●​ Takeaways 
○​ Knowledge 
○​ Inspiration 
○​ Connection 
○​ See ‘Parent and Student Survey’ excerpts attached 



 
 

Resources 

●​ Visit uvmusic.org/villalobos for links to performance videos, score samples, and 
additional resources 

●​ Villalobos Brothers - https://www.villalobosbrothers.com/ 

Let’s be in touch 

I’d love to learn about your work, experiences, questions, ideas or opportunities. Please 
reach out! 
 
Benjamin Van Vliet 
ben@uvmusic.org 
 
Upper Valley Music Center 
uvmusic.org 
PO Box 826 
Lebanon, NH 03766 
 

 

http://uvmusic.org/villalobos
https://www.villalobosbrothers.com/
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Parent and Student Survey Excerpts 

What do you remember most about the Villalobos residency? 

“The energy of the showcase” 

“The energy of the group through the concert, rehearsals and the showcase.” 

“The vibrancy of the performance at the end-of-year performance. The kids seemed 
excited to be part of a professional ensemble and to depart from their usual repertoire. 
Everyone looked like they were having fun!” 

“Well, we still remember the music! It stayed in our heads and our hearts. My child 
once in a while hums the rhythm "café con pan" that he learned in order to play the 
piece for the concert.” 

“The connection between Ernesto and the students, their example of spreading joy 
through music.” 

“El Pijul! The starting - Aai..lalalalalai.. And also their amazing performance” 

“It felt like being a part of a warm, inviting community.” 

What changed as a result of your/your child’s participation in the residency? 

“I was exposed to a very different way of playing the violin.” 

“Exposure to different culture/music” 

“Extra joy!” 



 
 

“A sense of the canon being more open than she thought it was!” 

“Kids got more of the idea that they could connect / relate to non-classical performance 
musicians.” 

“More excitement for the end of year showcase, as the experience was much more 
meaningful than the typical group play down. This is especially true for my student who 
is in high school. In her younger days the play down was motivating enough, but after 
many years it can become repetitive. This collaboration brought new excitement—and 
new stakes—to the experience.” 

“Each year with a residency we learn about the music from around the world, and its 
cultural meaning. That enriches us all, child and parents alike. Also, residencies allow 
students and families to see their own Suzuki teachers under another light, which is 
that of "the musician", and not only "the teacher". That is lovely to see as well.” 

“We all got introduced to a new genre of music and enjoyed stretching our musical 
listening and playing/participating abilities.” 

“We were all more motivated to practice at home so that we can participate fully and 
work together with the group.” 

What advice would you have for students who are about to begin a similar 
residency? 

“Engage as much as possible! Try to learn as much as you can. This is a unique 
experience that not every student will be lucky enough to have.” 

“Learn your material beforehand so you can really enjoy the performance and master 
classes.” 

“Take advantage of this really special opportunity. It's such a gift to be able to make 
music with such talented, passionate artists” 



 
 

“Keep an open mind about what violin performance should or shouldn't be.” 

“Be proactive in engaging 1:1 with the resident musicians even if it's just hellos and 
thank you then quick conversations. Consider how the music of the residents relates to 
other music that you play and listen to.” 

“Go to all of the classes/lessons with and without the artists in residency. This is a long 
process, and it takes several days/weeks/months so that the concert with the artists is 
really meaningful. Also, be ready to be surprised, amused and amazed!” 

“Get to know them. Pay attention. Give it your all.” 

“Be open to experiment! You never know until you try it out.” 

“Keep your ears, mind, and heart open! Being in a new community will mean 
challenges, but it will also mean new and exciting ways of seeing, understanding, and 
hearing things. Music is a great way to bring everything and everyone together and you 
should remember that. :-)” 

Any other thoughts? 

“All of these guest artist residencies have been powerful, especially in what feels like a 
pretty isolated bubble of the Upper Valley. I really appreciate your commitment to 
making these special experiences happen to enrich our students’ music education.” 

“Exposure to adults who have careers in music are always inspiring!” 

“The residencies and the concerts with invited artists are one of the most delightful and 
enriching parts of UVMC. I wish I had something like that when I was a child studying 
piano.” 

“It’s amazing that we have such opportunities in this little corner of the world.” 



 
 

“No matter what style and language it is- good music is good music! It always touches 
your heart!” 

“It was really neat that the Villalobos brothers had created special changes to their 
music for UMVC students. That felt special and magical.” 

 



 
 

El Pijul Colors 
(Timings for full speed recording, not for slow version) 

 
Rojo (not in recording) 

Azul (0:00) 
Verde (0:32) 

Naranja (1:02) 
Amarillo (1:23) 
Morado (1:53) 
Rosado (2:08) 

Turquesa (2:20) 
Verde (2:49) 

Turquesa (3:19) 
Rosado (3:48) 

Arcoiris Turquesa!!! (4:00) 




